Positive Story of Nagpur Rural Police
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Cybercrime lawyer turns
con kingpin, leads %9.8cr
digital heist, six arrested

Soumitra.Bose
@timesofindia.com

Nagpur: A top lawver dealing
with cybercrime cases and
with a roaring practice in
Bombay and Delhi high co-
urts was arrested with five
others for masterminding an
interstate cyberracket, which
was busted last week.

The lawyer, Mukesh Mish-
ra, 41, doubled up as a cvber
consultant for the conmen,
who siphoned off ¥9.88 crore
fromamillowner’sbankacco-
unt through online transac-
tions inJuly Mishraallegedly
used hisexpertise incyberceri-
me cases to guide the accused,
many of whom spent at least
seven years in the banking
sector, said police.

Police suspect SIM swap-
ping technique was used to
carry out the fraud as the vic-
tim's account was cleaned
without sharing an OTP or
clicking on suspicious links,
unlike the Jamtaracon strate-
gy. With money transfers ma-
de through hawala channels,
police have sent an SOS to En-
forcement Directorate to aid
the probe.

The fraud took place bet-
ween July 4 and 6, when the
gang allegedly transferred
?9.88 crore through RTGS
transactions from the bank
account of the mill owner, a
resident of Wadhoda in Nag-
purrural.

The victim approached
the cyber police station, follo-
wing which police registered
a case on July 8. The quick re-
porting helped police freeze
and recover ¥4.21cr, which is
being transferred back to the

HAWALA OPERATORS UNDER LENS

> One of the accused had worked at
an Indore-based company involved in
around 23,400 crore fraud, police said

How fraud occurred

» Gang gained
access to the mill
owner's bank account
using SIM swapping
> ¥9.88cr transferred
through RTGS
transactions between
July 4 and 6, without
OTP sharing or
suspicious links
> Funds routed
through shell
companies and over

possible links to other victims

> The probe widened after an initial
audit of bank accounts revealed

1,000 bank accounts
using fintech firms
and payment

> Police are also examining digital
records, bank accounts & virtual wallets
held with several fintech companies

gateways

> Money was
allegedly withdrawn,

Delhi is also under scrutiny

> Involvement of hawala operators
and angadia channels in Mumbai and

channelled through
hawala networks or
used to buy gold

mill owner's account.

Technical analysis of su-
spicious bank accounts and
fintech companies led investi-
gators to locations in Maha-
rashtra, Uttar Pradesh,
Jharkhand and Delhi, resul-
ting in the arrests. The accu-
sed allegedly operated several
shell companies to move mo-
ney between multiple bank
accounts, said SP (rural)
Harssh Poddar.

The network reportedly
used more than 1,000 accounts
toroute funds throughfintech
firms and payment gatewayvs
before withdrawing cash or
transferring money through
hawala channels. Addl SP
Anil Mhaske stated more ar-
rests are likely. The case was

cracked by the local crime
branch, cyber cops and Wad-
hoda police.

Besides the lawyer, who
runs a law firm in Mumbali,
others in custody include Ha-
numan Kumar Ram, 26, Ravi-
kumar Yadav, 24, Azim Rafi-
que Mithani, 26, Rakesh
Singh, 44, and Ankur Goswa-
mi, 30. The accused are resi-
dents of Uttar Pradesh, Mum-
bai. Thane and Jharkhand.

Police also suspect that a
part of the money was used to
buy gold at different locations
in Mumbai and Uttar Pra-
desh. Investigatorsare exami-
ning the financial transac-
tions to establish the role of
each accused and track down
the remaining funds.
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E-SIM SWAP, 1,000 BANK AGGOUNTS

How 6 conmen stole Rs 9.88 cr

B Nagpur Rural Police
arrest six persons

M The police manage
to freeze and recover
Rs 4.21 crore

N Staff Reporter

THE victim’s mobile number
remained the same, but it was
control of it shifted to cyber
fraudsters. Using fake KYC doc-
uments, the accused obtained
a SIM linked to the number
through an e-SIM swapping
fraud.They monitored the vic-
tim's bank transactions for
months before striking over a
weekend.

Within three days, Rs 9.88
crore was transferred through
RTGS transactions. The mon-
ey was then routed through

morethan 1,000 bankaccounts
and several finnacial compa-
nies to conceal its trail.
Nagpur Rural Police have
busted theinter-state network
and arrested six persons,
includingan advocate practis-
ing before Mumbai and Delhi
High Courts.
Policemanagedto freezeand
recover Rs 4.21 crore after the
fraud was reported promptly.
Contd on page 2

Mobile number
taken over
using fake KYC

THE accused used fake
Know Your Customer (KYC)
documents to obtain con-
trol of the mobile number
linked to the victim's bank
account. The e-SIM swap-
pingallowed themtoreceive
callsand messages meant for
the original user, including

banking alerts and OTPs.
The victim did not click
onany link or share an OTP,
accordingto the complaint.
Police are examining how
the accused gained control
ofthenumberand accessed
Contd on page 2




Nagpur Rural Police bust
Rs 9.88 crore cyber fraud

Express News Service
Nagpur, October 16

NAGPUR RURAL Police have
busted an alleged inter-state
cyber fraud involving Rs 9.88
crore and arrested six accused,
including an advocate practis-
ing before the Bombay and
Delhi High Courts. Police have
recovered Rs 4.21 crore of the
defrauded amount.
According to police, a vic-
tim under the jurisdiction of
Wadoda police station lost Rs
9,88,83,999 through RTGS

transactions between July 4
and 6, 2026, without clicking
any link or sharing an OTP. In-
vestigators are probing the
possibility of SIM swapping.
The six accused, arrested
from Uttar Pradesh, Jhark-
hand, Delhi and Mumbai, have
been identified as Hanuman
Kumar Khakhanu Ram (26),
Ravikumar Ramvriksha Yadav
(24), Azim Rafique Mithani
(26), Mukeshkumar Sham-
shankar Mishra (41), Rakesh
Sailesh Singh (44) and Ankur
Ashokkumar Goswami (30).
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