Positive Story of Nagpur Rural Police
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Tracing the Accused via CCTV

A lead indicated the victim was last seen in the Pipla-Dahegaon area. CCTV footage recovered from the location yielded a blurred image of the
accused, which was processed using Marvel Al photo-enhancement technology to generate a clear, matching image.

BEFORE — CCTV (Blurred) AFTER — Al Enhanced Original Photograph

Al-Assisted Identification of the Accused

algetieriac SNieNts photogap Actual photograph of the accused
of the accused
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Chips’ packet helps
crack blind murder

Rural police solve brutal rape-murder

SSP Dr Harssh Poddar
briefing mediapersons
on Tuesday.

A small portion of the empty
chips’ packet recovered from
the murder scene.

B Staff Reporter

ANEMPTY chips packet found
at a murder scene helped
Nagpur Rural Police crack a
brutal rape and murder case
that had almost no clues to
begin with.

The body of an unidentified
homeless woman, believed to
bebetween65and 70 yearsold,
was found in a farm near
Patansaongi under Saoner
police station jurisdiction on
June 28. A post-mortem later
confirmed that she had been
sexually assaulted and mur-
dered. For investigators, the
case wasanything butstraight-
forward. The victim's identity
was unknown, there were no
eyewitnesses, and the crime
scene offered little evidence.
The only item that stood out
was an empty chips packet of
Balaji company.

Rather than dismissing it as
litter, Senior SP Dr Harssh
Poddar and Addl SP Anil

Mhaske directed the investi-
gationteamtofollow thatlead.
LCB Sr PI Ankush Mane and
his officers contacted the Balaji
chips distributor and traced
the shops where the packet
had been supplied. They then
visited those shops and col-
lected CCTV footage from the
surrounding areas.

The effort paid off. One of
the cameras captured the sus-
pectmoving through the area,
giving police their first break-
through. From there, investi-
gators gradually builtthe chain
ofevidencesandidentified the
accused as Sudhakar Dadarao
Mandpe (48), a resident of
Bansali Takli in Saoner taluka.
He was arrested from Nagpur
city on July 6 and has been
remanded to five days of
police custody.

SSP Dr Poddar said the case
was solved through scientific
investigation, careful collec-
tion of evidence and effective
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Al reconstructs face, helps cop nab sexual predator

CHIPS PACKET E

Soumitra.Bose@timesofindia.com

Nagpur: A gruesome unnatu-
ral sexual assault and murder
of anelderly woman in her Six-
ties, was cracked within10days
by effectively deploying thesta-
te-of-the-art Al technology —
MARVEL or Maharashtra Re-
search and Vigilance for En-
hanced Law Enforcement tore-
construct the faces of the vic-
timandaccused.

The woman’s semi-nude, de-
composed body was found on
June 28 by Nagpur rural police
atafarmland in Patansaongiin
Saoner police limits. Sources
said, theassailant had inserted
his hand from the rear and ta-
ken outa portion of the intesti-
nes with forensic experts flag-
ging the forcible insertion as
cause of shock that triggered
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A team under Poddar and additional superintendent of police, Anil
Mhaske, was formed involving officers from local crime branch, Saoner
police, Kelvad police and cyber police station. MARVEL Al played a
pivotal role from the outset, said investigation officer SDPO Sagar Kharde
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Sudhakar Mandpe @ enhancement
arrested from technology
Saoner area ;econst;ul;:tgd theh§uspect’s
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2,000 telecom Some labourers identified

| recordsand 15,000 him as a man who stayed

M vehicle data points  with daughter at Bokhara in
> 500 CCTV Nagpur city. We had picked
cameras scanned;  him up from Bokhara
footage helps w HARSSH A PODDAR
identify suspect | SENIOR SP, NAGPUR RURAL

death. The accused, Sudhakar
Mandpe, arepeat offender with
ahistory of crimes against wo-
men, was arrested on Monday:

Initially, a case of acciden-
tal death was registered, butaf-
ter the autopsy report, a rape-
and-murder FIR was lodged at
Saoner police station.

A crucial breakthrough ca-
me from scientific examina-
tionof chip packet wrappersfo-
undatthescene, analysisof on-
line transaction records of lo-
cal vendors, examination of
around 52,000 telecom data tra-
jectories and mappings, ques-
tioningatleast90local workers

andresidentsand visits toane-
arby brick kiln and farmhouse.
Also, data pertaining to 15,000
vehicles from the Regional
Transport Department was
analysed.

“The chip dealer told cops
that he supplied the packets at
afew shops on Dahegaon-Kha-

parkheda road. That was the
first clue,” said senior SP, Nag-
pur rural, Harssh A Poddar,
adding the probe presented
formidable challenges as the
victim had no immediate iden-
tification, eyewitnesses, or di-
rectleads.

Since the woman'’s face was

decomposed, the MARVEL's
photoenhancementandfacere-
construction technology was
used to generate a clear image.
Missing personsdata from Nag-
pur city and rural areas, Amra-
vati region, and Madhya Pra-
desh districts wereanalysed.

“The reconstructed face
was circulated in the social me-
dia. A Koradi-based social wor-
ker claimed to have spotted the
woman on Khaparkheda- Da-
hegaon and had sent her photo
to his Saoner counterparts,”
said Poddar.

Simultaneously, teams
scrutinized footage from 500
CCTV cameras in the vicinity
“A footage from a travels office
at Dahegaon had caught the as-
sailant with cap and scarf stal-
king the victim. The footage
helped,” said Poddar.
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