Positive Story of Nagpur Rural Police
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Rural Police Seize Opium
Worth ZL6Cr In Jharkhand

@timesofindia.com

Nagpur: The Nagpur Rural
police have busted an organi-
sed interstate opium racket,
seizing nearly 34kg of high-
quality opium valued at over
F1.68croreinJharkhandafter
a 96-hour operation. Key ac-
cused, Manish Kumar Ambi
ka Prasad (46), a hotel and
dhaba owner in Jharkhand,
was arrested. He is younger
brotherof apolice officer and
also serves as a police mitra
(volunteer), said sources.
Investigators say the net-
work uses hotel and dhaba
owners to supply opium to
longdistance truckers mo-
ving freight across India.
The case began on May 20
when Nagpur Rural police’s
anti-narcotics squad inter-
cepted truck driver Har-
vansh Ram near Udasa Udan
Bridge on Umred-Nagpur ro-
ad. Cops allegedly found 237
gm of opium worth ¥l lakh,
along with a mobile phone,
cashanda vehicle. A case was
registered by Umred police.
SP Harssh A Poddar and
addl SP Anil Mhaske formed a
team to trace backward and
forward linkages. Using tech-
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nical intel, interrogation and
surveillance, the team identi-
fied a supplier operating in
Simdega district, Jharkhand.

On May 25, police raided
Bhandartoliareaof Simdega
and arrested Prasad. During
searchesof hisresidenceand
anopen plot in frontof hisho-
use, officers recovered 34kg
of fresh opium hidden in a
trench. They also seized 23
lakh in cash, an electronic
weighing scale, plastic bags,
rubber bands and a mobile
handset, taking the total sei-
zureto¥2.25crore.

Cops believe Jharkhand is
emerging as a new trafficking
hub and suspect poppy culti-

vation in nearby areas. Tradi-
tionally linked to Rajasthan-
Madhya Pradesh-Punjab ro
ute, traffickers are now shif-
ting focus to eastern India.
As per investigators,
suppliers route opium to
Jharkhand-based dhaba ow-
ners, who pass it to truckers.
The contraband is exchanged
at dhabas and transported
under cover of goods to de-
mand centres in Punjab, Ha-
ryana, ) htraand MP.
Nagpur rural police and
LCB, led by API Ankush Mane,
have intensified surveillance
of transport hubs, dhabas and
trucking routes, warning of
action under NDPS Act.
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Ngp Rural Police bust inter-state
opium syndicate, seize narcotics
worth Rs 1.92 cr from Jharkhand

Contd from page 1

Acting on specific leads, the
police team travelled to
Bhandartoli village in the
Karpanadash area of Simdega
district, Jharkt

Ngp Rural Police bust inter-state opium syndicate,
seize narcotics worth Rs 1.92 cr from Jharkhand

 Stalf Reporter
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On May 25, they arrested
Manishkumar Ambika Prasad
(46), ahotel businessmanand res-
ident of the village.

During a search of his resi-
dence, police recovered a large
quantityof opiumallegedlycon-
cealed inside the premises.

Officialsseized 33kg 767 grams
ofopiumvaluedat Rs 1,68,83,500,
cashworthRs23,35,000, a weigh-

Opium extraction

OPIUM, commonly known
as “Afeem”, is a narcotic sub-
stance obtained from the
latex of the opium poppy
plant (Papaversomniferum).
Farmers make small cuts on
the poppy pod, from which
a milky sap oozes out and
laterdriesinto a brown sticky
substance called raw opium.
It is illegally processed and
trafficked in many regions.
Users consume it by smok-
ing, eating, or mixing it with
othersubstances. In theille-

ing machine, plasti
material, rubber bands, and a
mobile handset.

AddISP Mhaske said the oper-
ation highlightsthe growingchal-
lenge posed by organised nar-
cotics syndicates

¥
umgenerally ranges between
Rs 4,000 and Rs 8,000 per
gram, depending on purity,
source and supply network.

tate borders.

hese networks function in
averysystematic manneracross
multiple states. Breaking them
requires coordination, intelli-
gence-based policing and sus-
tained investigation,” he said.

Senior officers believe the
operation has dealta significant
blow to the narcotics network
operating between Jharkhand
mld Maharashtra.
is not merely a «eume

Police sources said i
tors are now focusing on identi-
fying other suppliers, trans-
porters, financiers, and
local receivers connected to
the network.

Itisamajor
organised drug-trafficking,” a
seniorofficerassociatedwiththe
investigation said.

Further investigation is
underway.

f Nagpur Rural Police
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