Positive Story of Nagpur Rural Police
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50-yr-old woman bhootlegger

Al mage

in MPDA net, likely 1st in Vid

The Act Allows
Preventive
Detention Sans
TrialUp To1Yr

Soumitra.Bose
@timesofindia.com

Nagpur: In a significant
crackdown on illegal liquor
trade, Kelvad police invoked
stringent Maharashtra Pre-
vention of Dangerous Activi-
ties (MPDA) Act, 1981, against
a s0-year-old woman Kautuke
Rajput, involved in bootleg-
ging, marking her as probably
thefirst woman in Vidarbha to
be detained under this provi-
sion for such offences. Her
husband was externed too for
bootlegging some time back.
The accused from Pardhi
Beda in Tidangi under Kel-

from Pardhi Beda in Tidangi
under Kelvad police station
limits, was charged under
stringent MPDA Act, 1981 for
being involved in bootlegging
» She is probably the first
woman in Vidarbha to be
detained under this provision
for such offences

» 50-year-old Kautuke Rajput,

» Her husband was externed
too for bootlegging

> Police say Kautuke has over
10 cases registered against
her for production and sale of
mahua (country liquor)

vadpolice stationlimitshasa
long history in the illicit liqu-
or trade. Police say Kautuke
had over 10 cases registered
against her for production
and sale of mahua liquor (co-
untry liguor). Despite pre-
ventive actions, and multiple
cases, she continued her ille-
galoperations.

Police noted that her hus-

band Dilip's externment
from the district due to simi-
lar bootlegging activities did
notdeter heractivities.
Under the guidance of SP
Harssh A Poddar and additio-
nal superintendent of police
AnilMhaske of Nagpur Rural,
Kelvad police team built a
strong case for preventive de-
tention. On Jan 9, district col-

lector issued an order for Kau-
tuke's detention under the
MPDA Act. However, Rajput
initially went absconding.

Through persistent ef-
forts, including intelligence
from undercover informants
and technical surveillance,
police located and arrested
her on Monday She is now
lodged in Nagpur Central Ja-
il, serving a detention term
intended to curb activities
that threaten public order.

In recent times, police ha-
ve employed advanced tools,
including drones, to monitor
illicit distillation units and
smuggling networks. Several
notorious bootleggers, inclu-
ding women, have faced ex-
ternment orders, but invoca-
tion of the MPDA Act —allo-
wing preventive detention
without trial for up to one ye-
ar — represents a stronger
measure against those po-
singaserioussocietal threat.
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